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BACKGROUND

From 1980 to 2016, the number of women in prisons across the United States increased 742 percent: there are now more
than 100,000 incarcerated women, and three-quarters of them are of childbearing age.’ Women in prison are at a
heightened risk for maternal mortality and severe maternal morbidity: “Incarcerated pregnant women are more likely to
have...risk factors for poor perinatal outcomes than are nonincarcerated pregnant women.”" The threat is particularly acute

for Black women, who are imprisoned at twice the rate of white women.?°

The Justice for Incarcerated Moms Act provides funding to promote exemplary care for pregnant and postpartum
people who are incarcerated. The bill also commissions a comprehensive study to understand the scope of the maternal
health crisis among incarcerated people and to make recommendations to prevent maternal mortality and severe
maternal morbidity in American prisons and jails. Finally, the bill ties federal funding for state and local prisons and jails to

prohibitions on the use of restraints for incarcerated pregnant people to end the practice of shackling.

BILL SUMMARY

The Justice for Incarcerated Moms Act will:

Use financial incentives for all state and local prisons and jails to end the practice of shackling pregnant people.
2. Provide funding for federal, state, and local prisons and jails to establish programs for pregnant and postpartum
women in their facilities, including access to support for doulas and other perinatal health workers, counseling,
reentry assistance, maternal-infant bonding opportunities, and diversionary programs to prevent
incarceration for pregnant and postpartum people.
3. Commission a comprehensive study on maternal mortality and severe maternal morbidity among

incarcerated people, with a particular focus on racial and ethnic disparities in maternal health outcomes.

COSPONSERS AND ENDORSMENTS

Find a list of cosponsors here, and a list of organizations that have endorsed the Act here.

If you have any questions, or would like to cosponsor, please contact us at:
BlackMaternalHealthCaucus@mail.house.gov
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/3344/cosponsors?s=4&r=1&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22justice+for+incarcerated+moms+mom%22%7D
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k1cX0a_s_juyt03BKvzIfnRWKOfBKHQu/view
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2019.305006

