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BACKGROUND

According to The Commonwealth Fund, the US has the highest maternal mortality rate of any high-income nation; a rate
which is disproportionally high for Black women in the US. It is estimated that up to 80% of these deaths are ultimately
preventable.” In 2019, the National Institutes of Health (NIH) launched the Implementing a Maternal Health and Pregnancy
Outcomes Vision for Everyone (IMPROVE) Initiative. The IMPROVE Initiative supported research to reduce preventable
causes of maternal deaths and improve health care for women before, during, and after pregnancy.?

This critical research program lacks a sustained funding source, threatening research outcomes and conclusions. The

bipartisan NIH IMPROVE Act would provide 7 years of consistent funding to carry out the IMPROVE initiative and support
research to identify the causes of maternal mortality and work to reduce said causes.?

BILL SUMMARY

The NIH IMPROVE Act seeks to:

e Authorize $53.4M annually for seven years to carry out the IMPROVE Initiative and support research on potential
causes of maternal mortality and severe morbidity.

e Approve research that would target disparities associated with maternal mortality and severe morbidity and aim
to reduce preventable causes of maternal deaths.

e Additionally, the bill would also build an evidence base for improved care and outcomes in underserved maternal
care deserts.

Additionally, the bill proposes an integrated and comprehensive approach to investigate the biological, behavioral,

sociocultural, and structural factors influencing maternal mortality and severe maternal morbidity. It aims to establish
an evidence-based framework for enhanced care and outcomes in specific U.S. regions.

COSPONSERS AND ENDORSEMENTS

The NIH IMPROVE Act is endorsed by over 100 organizations, including the National Birth Equity Collaborative,
PreemieWorld, Mental Health America, Black Mamas Matter Alliance, March of Dimes, American Federation of Teachers,
Center for Law and Social Policy, Planned Parenthood, Center for Reproductive Rights, and Families USA.

Find a list of cosponsors here.
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/8037/cosponsors
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/issue-briefs/2024/jun/insights-us-maternal-mortality-crisis-international-comparison#:~:text=Recent%20Maternal%20Mortality%20Trends,deaths%20per%20100%2C000%20live%20births.
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/research/supported/IMPROVE
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/research/supported/IMPROVE
https://blackmaternalhealthcaucus-underwood.house.gov/media/press-releases/butler-britt-underwood-and-fitzpatrick-introduce-bipartisan-nih-improve-act#:~:text=The%20NIH%20IMPROVE%20Act%20would%3A,maternal%20mortality%20and%20severe%20morbidity.
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